

 
STURTON AND STOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GROUP


Notes of the meeting 
held at 
7pm Monday 18th March 2019
in the 
Sturton Old Schoolroom.

   

   Present:		Mel Banham (Chair),Gordon Bruce, Pam Duncan, 				Carol 	Gilbert, Chris Grinham-Green, Carl Hawke, 
			Ben Irving, Paula Justham, Mike Metcalfe, Dennis 				M.Taylor, Clive Thompson, Rosalind Watson

   In attendance:	Simone Landucci, John Bayes, Ian Marshman	



7pm

Neighbourhood Profile

Simone Landucci and John Bayes from OpenPlan (OP) guided us through the stages of developing the Neighbourhood Profile.  They provided a number of handouts and John will send the presentation to Pam so she can circulate it. 
Simone stressed the importance of gaining the views of the community, not only through the questionnaires, but also via the walkabouts. OP use a Neighbourhood Profile methodology to develop the character assessment and, from that, the policies. 
Why do a Neighbourhood Profile? :
· understanding key features
· avoiding ’bad’ development
· developing ownership of the Neighbourhood Plan
· It is a community building exercise.
· It will produce evidence and criteria for a number of policies eg design and character, local green spaces, heritage
The stages are:
· Define character areas
		suggest 4/5 arising from land use, development periods, 			physical boundaries, historic administrative boundaries
· Do character overview 
 	Mapping land use, age, layout, green spaces and 	recreation, shops, services and employment and landmarks
	One or two members of the group guide discussion. Include 	issues in the mapping eg drainage features in the questionnaire 	responses so make sure it is mapped. Ensure the legend is 	clear so OP understand our annotations. 
· Walkabouts – out and about, taking pictures
	Note the topography, roads and street scene, open spaces, 	buildings, landmarks, views and vistas and ideas for 	improvement.
	We need to sort out the itinerary in advance then walk the road, 	stop, ask questions, record information. Make sure we take 	pictures including of open spaces. Suggest the group is no more 	than 10 or 11 and that it convenes to do the mapping and 	overview, then has the walkabout and then reconvenes for a 	final discussion (and tea and cake!).
	We need to complete the templates and then the handwritten 	forms need to be typed up into a Word document, the template 	for which OP will send us. Ensure we add captions to pictures. 
	Include table and maps, which OP will digitize. 
· OP will draft the Neighbourhood Profile, including the above material, for the planning group
· Final Neighbourhood Profile report giving evidence in pictures and descriptions and policy recommendations

What’s next?
· Parish Council can access OS maps for free and can set up a Public Sector Mapping Agreement with OS that would enable OP to access maps on our behalf.
	Dennis will speak with Yvonne (Parish Clerk) and ask her to 	action and let OP know 
-	This group needs to define the character areas and agree timing 	and publicity
	See below


Heritage and the character of an area

Ian Marshman, Historic Environment Officer, Lincolnshire County Council
helped us look at the role of heritage, provided a handout and some examples of character assessments he has seen, and made available some of the Historic Environment Record Data. 

He concurred with much of what OP had said and added his perspective. He advised us to consider what makes Sturton different from Stow and referred us to a number of sources including National Character Area (NCA 48 Trent and Belvoir Vales), Lincolnshire Historic Landscape Characteristics (Trent Valley L1 – Northern Cliff Foothills) and the Historic Environment Record. 

He agreed it was wise not to do too many character areas, but also counselled on not doing too few. He advised taking photographs of typical farmsteads, seeing if the History Society has images of when it might have looked better, noting things we would not want to see repeated, views from outside looking in as well as looking out. He particularly suggested noting non designated buildings of interest, street furniture, mile posts, boundary walls, ridge and furrow fields, village signs and parkland.
He wondered whether the History Society might be able to put together something on that which we would like to see listed and protected with the evidence to support it. This could then be passed to Ian. 

Ian provided us either another set of maps we can add to.


Mel thanked Simone, John and Ian for their contributions and they left.

Way Forward

· Dennis will speak to Yvonne to progress the Public Sector Mapping Agreement
· John will send Pam the slides from today for circulation
· Once they have the OS maps, OP will send maps for us to use as part of the Character Overview plus the templates for the walkabouts
· This group will meet again 7pm Tuesday 26th March to agree the character areas, leaders and timings. At the moment the proposal is:
· 	6 areas – Sturton centre and south; The 			Close and north Sturton; Westwoods and 			Bransby; Stow; Coates and Normanby; Stow 		Park
· 	facilitators so far are: Mel , Carl, Ros and Carol, 		Chris, Norman and Ben
· 	potential dates are: 4th, 5th and 11th May
· Mel will ask Trudi to do a poster
· Gordon will put it all on the website


















Business meeting

1.   Apologies:		Norman Read, Phil Turney, Anne Taylor, 				Lorraine White

2.   Notes of the meeting held on 14th February 2019
	  Agreed

3.   Matters arising
3.1 Public Feedback event 13.3.19 Sturton Village Hall
	This went well with about 40 attending in all. Mel thanked all who had 	contributed, including providing cakes, and commented on the positive 	feedback received. Mel now has the completed report.
	Action
· Gordon will contact Community Lincs (CL) to get an 	electronic copy for the website.
· 
4.	Budget								
	     Carol had provided a spreadsheet in advance. 
	     Action
· Dennis will confirm with Louise that the payment has 	been made to CL
· Carol asked that she be kept abreast of any payments
· Mel will speak with CL re collating the responses 			from the children’s questionnaire
· Mel will clarify the position re the grant monies and 		year end
	
5.	    Any Other Business (items to be notified to Mel or Pam in advance)

	     None


6.	  Next meeting
			
7pm Tuesday 26th March in the Old Schoolroom
to decide on Character Areas and Walkabouts

Next business meeting 

7pm   Thursday 11th April 2019
in 
the Old Schoolroom, Sturton




19.3.19
